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illustrating it, when he is interrupted by the words, " You
have spoken a long time " (the long time has perhaps not
been five minutes); " let me speak a little while." As a'
rule, in this case the missionary appeals to the fairness 01
his audience to give him a patient hearing, that they may
really know his views, and may be in a position for com-
ing to a right judgment regarding them. Often the
appeal is successful, and our eager disputant is compelled
to remain silent. When the address is over discussion is
welcomed; and, as I have observed about preaching at
the religious gatherings of the people, if conducted with
reasonableness and good humour it is fitted to do good.
We are thankful when there is the appearance of candour,
even though there be not earnestness, when those who
speak seemingly desire to know exactly what we do hold,
as thereby an opportunity is given for the clearer and
fuller statement of the Gospel. I have a pleasing recol-
lection of many instances when persons were evidently
impressed with what had been told them of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and of the claims He has on man's love
and trust.
It must be acknowledged that this has not been the
mood of imost of our hearers where we are well known.
Many are eager to defend their own position as Hindus,
and to attack Christianity because it wages war with their
religion. • Heathenism in ancient times, heathenism now
as we see it in India, was and is very liberal It is ready
to let Christianity alone, if Christianity will let it alone.
It is the exclusiveness of Christianity which is so offen-
sive. We are continually told that Christianity is excel-
lent for us; we are most welcome to maintain our
adherence to it; and it is surely fair to let them alone in
the enjoyment of their religion. Because they are not

